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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ά¦оέΚ 

Åω¦о LLC develops proprietary applications to 
run on Microsoft Windows directly from a U3 
compatible USB drive. 

ÅSome programs built to use U3 include: 
Firefox, Thunderbird,  Trillian, WinSCP, PuTTY,  
FoxitReader, OpenOffice.org, etc.



How does it work?

ÅCreates 2 partitions on the drive. 

ïAn emulated CD-ROM drive (ISO 9660)

ÅAutoruninformation and LaunchPad

ïA standard FAT partition 

Å{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ά{¸{¢9aέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ 
to keep installed U3 applications.



/ŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ¦{. 
Drives?

ÅYes.  Websites like http://portableapps.com/ 
have these programs (plus more) that you are 
able to run from ANY thumb drive.



{ƻΧ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ŀ U3 drive?

ÅPortability: Can run applications on almost 
any Windows computer without 
administrative rights. 

ÅSoftware Support: Lots of applications made 
for U3

ÅEase of UseΥ /ƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ άLaunchPadέΣ ŀ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƳƛŎǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀǊǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ 
Windows, just a lot less stable.



Χ{ƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
ŘǊƛǾŜ ŎŀƴΩǘΚ 

ÅMaybe. Other than software that U3 LLC has 
developed specifically for U3 drives, I have not 
found any software that runs only in the U3 
environment.

ÅThere are faster, more stable alternatives to 
U3 software.

ÅU3 DOES however autorunlike a CD-ROM. 



{ƻ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜΚ

Å¦ǎŜŘ άŀǎ-ƛǎέΣ L ƘŀǘŜ ¦оΦ

ÅI have found it slow and unstable. 

ÅIt has completely locked my computer while 
running Nero(U3 acknowledges this in its 
FAQ). 

ÅLǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

ÅLǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǳƴƛƴǎǘŀƭƭΦ 



Hate: Part Deux

ÅLeaves traces of U3 software on host machine

ÅCreates a false sense of security

ïMost LaunchPadshave  a security lock built into 
the CD-ROM partition requiring you to enter a 
password before it will open that data partition. 
After so many failed password attempts, the drive 
is supposed to lock itself, preventing brute force 
attacks. 

Å¢ƻƻ ōŀŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴŎǊȅǇǘŜŘΦ


